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Dear supporters,

In the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic,
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas
in January announced parliamentary
and presidential elections for May and
July of this year, respectively. After 15
years, for many, this is a minor sensati-
on - whether elections will happen or
not remains uncertain. Meanwhile, con-
tinuous voting seems to have become
the rule in Israel - whether the March
election will end this cycle remains to
be seen.

In the former Yugoslavia, as almost
everywhere else, Corona politics deter-
mine everyday life. Unfortunately, the-
re, as elsewhere in the world, the pan-
demic is regularly advanced as justifica-
tion for imposing political action accord-
ing to one's own interests: Lockdowns
are either tightened or lifted for elec-
toral campaigns and numbers of Corona
cases are manipulated, while parts of
the population are on the brink of eco-
nomic collapse and the health care sys-
tem is barely holding up.

For the project Vacation From War, the
pandemic poses a major challenge: not
only do travel restrictions and Corona
protection measures prohibit large scale
group encounters and also make their
implementation hardly responsible, the
aggravated domestic political situation
in the project regions further complica-
tes the work of our partners.

Despite all obstacles, we remain active:
With creativity and commitment, we
continue to work on enabling dialogues
and encounters even under difficult
conditions - be it in the digital or,
wherever possible, in the analog space!

"We are a large group with the common
goal of spreading peace in the world.
(...) | can't say that | miss Youth United
in Peace - because we are all still there -
albeit online. We hang out together,
talk and even organize joint actions onli-
ne. We always find a way."

Teodora Bijeli¢, Sombor

Please support our work with your donation - also in Times of Corona!

Buyth Ui
Brigitte KlaR

Coordinator

. "\7(‘«\7(\,/’ £
Tessa Pariyar
Coordinator

Katharina Ochsendorf

Coordinator

ANSURE ARCY4

Heiner Busch
Board Committee for Funda-
mental Rights & Democracy

Dialogues and Encounters 2021

This year, Covid-19 will continue
to determine our dialogue work.
If the situation allows it, 58 wo-
men* from Israel and Palestine
will come together in Walberberg
in summer for a Dialogue Semi-
nar. If this is not possible, follow-
up meetings for Alumni will take
place in Palestine and Israel. We
will also realize team trainings
locally - if necessary also online.
In addition, we have resumed
cooperation with the organizati-
on with whom we implemented
the Allgenders seminar in 2018.
In 2021, they will realize a strate-
gy and planning process with lo-
cal workshops and a two-week
meeting in Cyprus in order to
start two-year dialogue programs
with new groups in 2022. Also
here, digitalized alternatives are
already planned.

In the former Yugoslavia, we plan
a Peace Camp for 60 participants
in summer, scaled down because
of COVID-19, a follow-up camp,
and two weekend visits in fall.
Alternatively, the groups in the
partner cities will organize work-
shops and activities locally, also
digitally if necessary. Digital team
meetings will be held throughout
the year.



In our Annual Report 2019, we al-
ready published a detailed article
on the exciting follow-up work of
the partner organization with
whom we organized the Allgenders
seminar in 2018. After staying in
regular contact, we decided to en-
ter into a long-term partnership
starting in 2021. The core of their
work is the trialogue between
Jewish Israelis, Palestinians from
the West Bank and Palestinians
with Israeli citizenship; they work

Theater Performance in Tel Aviv as Follow-

up work of the Dialogue Seminar, 2019

aggressive and better organized
than ever before. Because of the
increased aggression by the Israeli
army and settlers, people who mo-
ve between cities and have to pass
through Israeli checkpoints are
now even more afraid. In addition,
anger, frustration and refusal to
meet with Israelis are growing.

Israel's so-called "peace agree-
ments" with Arab states, which are
a normalization of economic, mili-

given an opportunity to pro-
cess feelings and transform
them into constructive ac-
tion. Last but not least, politi-
cal developments have made
it even more difficult for y-
outh and young adults to
participate in our programs,
also due to defamation and
rejection by family and
friends.

FvK: Sarah, what is the situa-
tion in Israel?

S.T.: The general Israeli public is
not interested in the Palestinian
public. This is the result of years of
presenting the Palestinians as a
monolithic group who wishes to
destroy “us” only because we are
Jewish, and who, since 1947, al-
ways refused our “generous peace
offers”.

Right now in the pandemic, the
“average Jewish Israeli” couldn't
care less about the situation of

Not giving up the hope for an end to occupation

primarily with theater and media
pedagogical approaches in mostly
two-year programs. In this inter-
view, coordinators Karim A.*
(Palestine) and Sarah T.* (Israel)
(names changed) talk about the
current political situation and their
plans for the partnership with
Vacation from War.

Vacation from War: How do you
assess the current political situati-
on and to what extent does it in-
fluence your work as an organiza-
tion?

K.A.: Especially in the current pan-
demic times, the world doesn’t pay
attention to Palestine - there are
clearly more arrests, demolitions
of houses, shooting of farmers and
more evictions of whole communi-
ties, especially in the Jordan Valley.
An extreme settler organization
that has been making attacks on
Palestinians for years is now more

tary and political relations create a
feeling of having been betrayed
and left alone among Palestinians.
Israel feels encouraged by the ag-
reements to occupy even more
land, and despair grows in Palesti-
ne as independence becomes in-
creasingly unlikely and fears of an-
nexation by Israel become more
real.

The pandemic once again high-
lighted Palestine's dependence on
Israel and further weakened the
state: fewer people were able to
enter Israel to pursue their work
and, conversely, far fewer Israelis
came to the West Bank to shop — a
major factor for the Palestinian
economy.

Beyond the general social situati-
on, for our work all this means that
the participants of our programs
had virtually no possibility to meet
further — meetings that could have

Palestine.

The Israeli mainstream has accep-
ted sympathetically the normaliza-
tion of relations with some Arab
states without understanding the
political motivations behind it.
Netanyahu's ties with other politi-
cal leaders are sweepingly chalked
up as success, regardless of whe-
ther they are brutal dictators who
use Israeli weapons and security
technology to oppress their popu-
lations.

Netanyahu is busy with his corrup-
tion trial, and his inability to
govern the country properly results
in infection rates remaining very
high in spite of the vaccination
campaign. The education system
has barely functioned for a year
now, and many people are in fi-
nancial crises. The gap between
rich and poor continues to widen.



The anger over all this led to a
huge wave of protests throughout
the country, and | am not at all
excited about voting for the 4th
time in in two years. With these
growing schisms in the Israeli
Jewish society, meeting with Pales-
tinians is seen as unimportant at
best or as being anti-patriotic
treason at worst.

On the other hand, there are small,
yet committed circles of activists

who are not giving up on the hope
to end occupation and continue to
work despite the crises, doing what
can be done and wanting to do
more once Covid-19 is over.

We remain in contact with team
members and former participants
and will use 2021 to evaluate and
further develop our programs, also
with taking into consideration the
changed political conditions. We
want to expand our team and or-

Talking about the past with courage

For the Advent calendar of the pro-
ject on Facebook, we received sev-
eral video messages from partici-
pants of the encounters and activ-
ists in the former Yugoslavia at the
end of December 2020, in which
they share what the cross-border
network Youth United in Peace
means to them and how the en-
counters have changed their lives.

For many participants, the experi-
ences at the peace camps influence
how they personally deal with the
past and change how they view
past wars and the narratives con-
veyed by family and society in
which prejudice and nationalism
prevail. Equally important for many
is to get the opportunity to put
what they have learned into prac-
tice right away: In cross-border
friendships, joint actions and fur-
ther activities in the partner cities.

"For me, YU-Peace is a
place where | can grow as
a person. It's a place whe-
re you teach and learn
important values. | came
to YU-Peace ten years ago
when | was a kid. A kid
who didn't know much
about the war. The only
thing | knew was that my
father was a veteran and
that he had been shot by
some bad guys.

He called them Serbs. |
didn't know much more

than that. When | heard about the
Youth Encounter at the seaside, |
wanted to go. | had to go. And
when my parents finally allowed
me to go there, | felt like | could
finally breathe properly. | met so
many people, so many friends, and
| learned the truth. And most im-
portantly for me, | was able to
spread love instead of hate. Back
home, | missed my friends a lot.
But they give me courage to stand
up and talk to my father about
what happened. And we agreed
that not all Serbs are bad, not all
Croats are bad, and also that not
all Bosnians are good. Now it's up
to me to pass on everything |
learned, and even more than that,
to others."

Indira Valjevac, Tuzla

Getting to know each other and

building trust at the Peace Camp
in 2018

ganize facilitation workshops in
order to start dialogue programs
again in 2022. We are constantly
receiving inquiries from young pe-
ople who have heard about our
programs and want to participate,
and younger siblings of former par-
ticipants are also coming forward
and want to join.

"For 15 years now, | have been
part of the project Vacation from
War, which later became the YU-
Peace network in the Balkans. The
very first meeting | participated in
changed me completely, because it
showed me that | am not alone in
the world. | felt less sad and less
abandoned after that. It became
one of the reasons why | am the
person | am today. | believe that
projects like this are of great im-
portance in today's world because
everywhere you look there is an
overwhelming sense of fear, anger
and hostility. And there's no better
reason and no better way to learn
compassion, love and friendship
than through good and positive
examples, and that's something |
learned from this project."

Tijana Topic¢, Sombor




Support in Times of Corona

Although the pandemic caused
economic insecurity for many
people and the project had to
change its plans again and again
during the last year, our donors
believed in our political grass-
roots work and continued to sup-
port Vacation from War. Also on
behalf of our partners in the for-
mer Yugoslavia and in Israel and
Palestine, we would like to thank
you very much!

The fact that Vacation from War
is financed almost exclusively by
private donations and that nume-
rous people have been donating
continuously since the beginning
of the project in the 1990s is ext-
remely impressive. Many donors
support us well into old age,
which we appreciate very much.
At the same time, of course, we
understand when long-time com-
panions sometimes have to stop
their support for reasons of age.

Therefore, it is important to keep
drawing the attention of new pe-
ople to the project and to inspire
them to support our peace work!
Project flyers, bulletins and dona-
tion appeals can be
ordered free of
charge from
digital Newsletter! the project
office.

Subscribe to our

www.vacation-from-

war.com

There are numerous ways to coll-
ect donations for Vacation from
War: Many donors ask to receive
donations instead of gifts on the
occasion of their birthday, anni-
versaries or other joyous occasi-
ons. Others get creative, organize
flea markets, charity concerts or
take part in a charity run in favor
of the project. We hope these
things will soon be possible again.

At Christmas, too, there are many
opportunities to get active for
Vacation from War: Perhaps your
company organizes an annual
Christmas donation for charitable
purposes and you feel like propo-
sing Vacation from War?

No matter which idea you pursue,
feel free to contact us by email or
by phone if you have further
questions or if you want to order
information materials.

In addition to the tried and tested
paper form, we also offer all our
publications as pdf-downloads
from our website, so you can
easily send them to your friends
via email.

In addition, we are also present
on Facebook and Instagram and
are happy if you follow us there
and share our content.

Donation Account

Account holder Grundrechtekomitee

IBAN DE34 5086 3513 0008 0130 55
BIC GENODE51MIC

Donations to the project are tax-
deductable. Please fill in your adress un-
der ,purpose of transfer” in the bank
transfer. You will receive a donation re-
ceipt in January of the following year.

97% of our funds come from private
donors. Secure our political indepen-
dence with your donation!

Committee for Fundamental Rights
and Democracy

Project Vacation From War
Aquinostr. 7-11 | 50670 Koln

Phone 0221-97 26918

info@ferien-vom-krieg.de
www.vacation-from-war.com

Fb: FerienvomKrieg.VacationfromWar
Instagram: vacation_from_war

Data Protection

On data protection in accordance with
the EU data protection regulation: We li-
ke to keep in touch with : we have
stored your data (postal address) for the
sole purpose of sending you our project
information (and, if applicable, a donati-
on receipt). Of course, we will not pass
on your data. You can revoke consent to
receive information from us any time by
email or post and we will subsequently
delete your data. Upon request, we pro-
vide you with information at any time
about what personal data we have
stored on your person.

Editorial
Brigitte KlaBR, Katharina Ochsendorf,
Tessa Pariyar




